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No. Names of newspapers. Place of publication. salasstoer’. weako te cope pg — 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 |“ Bharat Shramajivi"’ sa | Calcutta sas 2,100 
Fortnightly. 
“ Bharat Hitaishi . Burrisal seat Be ttenee Second fortnight of Ashar, 1289 B.S. 
: “+ Sansodhini”’ Chittagong eee 600 ‘ 
4 |**Purva Pratidhwani’’ ... ‘“ Ditto 7“ s00 13th July 1882. 
Weekly. 
5 |‘‘Anande Bazar ‘Patriké a : Calcutta vee 700 | 17th ditto. 
6 |« Arya Darpan ” ° Ditto ees O20 e0e 21st ditto. 
Y] 66 Bangabasi ° se — oe Ditto eee Ceesece 15th ditto. 
8 | “ Bartabaha” ove ol eee eS ee 20th _— ditto. 
9 |“ Bharat Bandhu” + + eee | Calcutta ee Jaane 18th _— ditto. 
10 |“ Bharat Mihir” . se | Mymensing 671 | 11th — ditto. 
11 |‘ Bengal Advertiser" .». | Calcutta 2,000 
12 | “ Bardwan Sanjivani” ... | Burdwan 296 | 18th ditto. 
13 | “ Chéruvarta” “ ... | Sherepore, Mymensing enka 17th _ ditto. 
14 | ** Dacca Prakash”’ pes ‘as ..» | Dacca oa 350 9th and 16th July 1882. 
b |“ Dit” oes eee .«- | Calcutta ont eeqaes 
16 |‘ Education Gazette ”’ , Re ... | Hooghly me 745 | 21st July 1882. 
17 |“ Gramvarta Prakashiké ” = eo”, ee eee 15th ditto. 
18 | “ Halisahar Prakashika’ eee A ee eee 15th ditto. 
19 |“ Hindu Ranjika”’ ... | Beauleah, Réjshéhye... 200 | 19th ditto. 
20 |‘ Medini’”’ en a Midnapore “at ae 17th ditto. 
21 |‘ Murshidabad Patrik ~... ... | Berhampore se 487 | 14th ditto. 
22 |“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi”’ si ie Ditto — 
23 | “ Navavibhakar’”’ a ‘a ... | Calcutta - 850 | 17th ditto. 
24 | Paridarshak i - ... | Sylhet on) eee e 9th _—_ ditto. 
20 | “ Pratikér” sa ... | Berhampore ; 275 
26 |‘ Rajshahye Samvad ” v ee ee ee 
27 |‘*Rungpore Dik Prakash” ai .. | Kakinia, Rungpore 250 | 20th ditto. 
28 | ‘* Sadharani”’ a ee ... | Chinsurah wi 600 | 16th dttto. 
29 |‘ Sahachar”’ vas ne ... | Calcutta 500 
30 |‘ Som Prakash”’ ‘ai ‘iia ... | Changripotta 24-Porgs sac 17th _—_ ditto. 
31 |“ Sudhakar’’. a ; ES ee re 
32 |‘ Sulabha Samachar” _,,, ne ,.. | Calcutta eve 4,000 {15th ditto. 
33 |“ Srihatta Prakash ” i oss .». | Sylhet sai 440 
34 | Tripuréd Vartavaha ” és Commillah oe BB 
Daily. 
39 |“ Samvad Prabhakar”... we ... | Calcutta ai 700 | 14th to 19th July 18892, 
36 | ‘*Samvad Puirnachandrodaya” ... »- | Ditto as 200 | 15th to22nd = ditto. 
37 | “ Samachar Chandrika” es | Ditto sas 625 | léthtol9th — ditto. 
38 |“ Banga Vidya Prakashiks” ... ...| Ditto 600 | 17th to 20th ditto. 
39 |“ Prabhati” rt ee. ee 19th and 20th ditto. 
40 | “Samachar Sudhabarsan ” Ditto 
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Hinp1. 
Weekly. 
; Bhieat Mitra” ae — = 13th July 1882. 
‘¢ Sar Sudhanidhi ” ai “ss ... | Ditto , 17th ditto. 
‘‘Uchit Bakta” ies ... | Ditto 15th _—_ ditto. 
PERsiax. 
Weekly. | 
‘“‘ Jam-Jahan-numa ” is 14th — ditto. 
Urvt. 
Weekly. 
‘¢ Akhbar-i- Darussaltanat” ; ‘as Sth _— ditto. 
Bi- Weekly. 
‘ Amir-ul-akhbér ” — ; 2 13th and 16th July 1882, 
ASSAMESE. 


Monthly. 
‘¢ Assam Vilasini ”’ ies .. | Sibsagar 
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POLITICAL. 


Tus Bhdrat Mthir, of the 11th July, thus comments on the situation 
in Egypt:—Government is not perhaps yet 
Egypt prepared to tell the public what policy it will 
adopt in reference to Egypt. It would, however, be a mistake on its part 
fit thought of leaving-all power in the hands of the Sultan. The Sultan, 
a3 far as one can judge from the information at present available, 1s not 
much pleased with the present Khedive, and will probably make his 
office insupportahle to him as soon as the British ironclads are gone; so 
that, if England is to consult her own interests and prestige, 1b will not 
do for her to rely upon the Sultan alone. ‘ihe writer proceeds to warn 
Government against the danger it fell into at the time of the Zulu war 
of underrating the strength of an enemy. 
2. The Halisahar Prakdshikd, of the 15th July, observes, in reference 
to the warlike preparations that are being made 
Egypt. both by England and EKeypt, that the people of 
India fear lest the cost of these operations should be thrown upon India. 
Somehow or other this country is made to pay for almost every war in whiclt 
England may find herself engaged. It were earnestly to be wished that there 
were no bloodshed. But as war has already broken out, the people of 
India pray for success to British arms. 
8. Referring to the crisis in Egypt, the Dacca Prakash, of the 16th 
July, remarks:—It may be inferred, from 
the magnitude of the preparations for war 
which are being made by both England and Egypt, that hostilities will not 
cease until blood flows in streams. It is really to be wondered at that in 
spite of the presence of so many civilized nations in Europe, the Egyptian 
question could not be settled without bloodshed, and that a fearful war has 
broken out even when the Government of England continues in the hands of 
a Liberal Ministry ! 
4. The Som Prakdsh, of the 17th July, contains a long editorial 
headed *‘ The Allied Native States and Political 


Agents,” from which we extract the following 
observations :—The differences which occur between the Government of 


India and its allies, the Natives Princes, are mostly caused by the action of 
the Political Agents accredited to their Courts. It is because good men are 
not appointed as Residents that the evil is brought about. The princes of 
the allied States are always in a precarious condition. They are nominally 
independent, but, as a matter of fact, are servants of the Political Agents. 
Not to speak of other things, they do not even enjoy the liberty of lying at 
their ease. The Political Agents are the representatives of the Government 
of India whose allies the princes are. In these circumstances they 
ought to be treated in a friendly manner; but in practice they are 
accorded a treatment which is far from friendly. The Political Agents would 
really act as friends if they could persuade Native Princes to adopt measures 
for improving their States, but this is rarely the case. The Editor then refers 
to the dispute between the Rana of Poribunder and Colonel Barton, the 
Political Agent of Kattywar. This officer should be promptly removed from 
his present post. The writer proceeds to remark that political officers act 
in a most high-handed manner towards Native Chiefs. 
5b. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 17th J uly, contains an article 
Seret _ headed “ The Mussulman race will perhaps 
be exterminated.” The writer observes that 
or some years past a war has been going on between Kuropean Christians 
and Mahomedans. The Turkish war has ruined the Sultan. Russia, 
matria, and even his ally, England, seized portions of his territory. The 
ghan war came next; Shere Ali died in exile, one of his sons is a captive, 
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and the other an exile. A war has now broken out between the English 
and the Mahomedans of Egypt. It is not clear why the British have 
bombarded Alexandria. If with a view to reduce expenditure Arabi, the 
Prime Minister of Egypt, has endeavoured to expel Kuropeans from Egypt, 
one does not see that he has done anything wrong. Egypt owns 
allegiance to the Sultan of Turkey. If the Khedive does anything wrong, 
it is the Sultan who will judge of that. Of all men the English, who are 
his friends, ought to have considered this but instead of that it is England 
which has commenced the war. Egypt now finds that the permission 
given by her to excavate the Suez Canalthrough the country has become 
the cause of her ruin. 

6. We extract the following observations from another article in the 
same paper on the same subject:— It may be 
fairly supposed that the Sultan and Arabi are 
on one side, with this difference however between them, that whereas Arabi 
is openly conducting hostilities against the British, the Sultan is secretly 
aiding him. Egypt properly is subject to the Sultan, the Khedive being 


Egypt. 


merely his vassal. But since Huropeans had entered Egypt as mediators, 


the country had become neither the Sultan’s nor the Khedive’s. Europeans 
were all in all in Egypt, and appropriated half of the revenue as _ interest 
on bond, and 50 lakhs of rupees as salaries. Consequently it was neither 
unreasonable nor unpardonable on the part of the Sultan to have desired 
the expulsion of Europeans from Lgypt, or to have aided in the accom- 
plishment of that object. The Khedive, it may be supposed, ison the side 
of the English, because he is well aware that there cannot be two Khedives 
in Egypt, and that if the Sultan wins, he will regain his former power, and 
become the de facto sovereign of the country, while Arabi will become its 
ruler. In fact, with Egypt passing under the rule of the Sultan and with 
Arabi present in it, Tewfik would find it hard to maintain his authority. The 
success of the Europeans, on the other hand, is likely to lead to his reinstate- 
ment as ruler. The English also want sucha man as Tewfik, whom they can 
set up as Khedive, and continue to suck dry the resources of the country. 
7. The Samvad Purna Chandrodaya, of the 17th July, contains an 


ee | article headed “ Delirious Talk.” The writer 

e condition of India. meee ; ° 
laments the subjection of India to foreign 

rule. India’s woes commenced when her people, the Aryans, came i0 


contact with the Mlechhas, on the field of Thaneswar. Decline set in 
in all directions. An opportunity, however, presented itself to the people of 
Bengal when Seraj-ud-dowlah ruled over them with a rod of iron. But 
they failed to turn it to account, and delivered their jewel of independence 
into the hands of the foreigner. They of course did not do this voluntanily. 
The English deprived them of their independence by various stratagems, 
for which God will doubtless punish them. Seraj-ud-dowlah was perfectly 
innocent in the matter of the Black Hole tragedy. He was, however, 
defeated by Clive in unfair war. Do not think, remarks the writer, that the 
hearts of Kuropeans are as their skins. Read the accounts of Hastings 
administration and of the Sepoy War, and you will learn the facts. 


Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


8. We have this week received the second number of a new Bengali 


A new paper, paper published in Burrisal. It is a fort 


nightly publication, bearing as its motto the 


following line: “The Bhdrat Hitaishé is published with a view to suppress 
all injustice and arbitrariness,” 


The number under notice contains, besides 
items of news and letters of correspondents, articles headed ‘ Imprisonmet! 
for debt,” ‘“ Revision of the salaries of subordinate judicial officers” and “ Pro- 
gress Or decline.” In the first article, the writer asks Lord Ripon to abolish 
unprisonment for debt and to reduce the rate of interest. Inthe second, Gove?- 
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ment is thanked for having made a revision of the salaries of the members of 


the Subordinate J udicial Service, a most deserving class of public servants, and 
a hope is expressed that in the proposed reorganization of the Subordinate 
Executive Service the salary of the lowest grade officers will not be less than 
Rs. 200 a month. The writer of the third article expresses the opinion 
that the progress of the people of this country has not been a many-sided 
one. There is much show and glitter caused by the importation of a 
foreign civilization, but there has been a marked moral deterioration. 
Politics alone should not occupy the whole time of the people. Much 
remains to be done in other directions. 

9. The Paridarshak, of the 9th July, thanks Lord Ripon for having 
appointed Justice Mitter to officiate as Chief 
Justice of the Calcutta High Court. There 
should be meetings held all over the country for expressing the nation’s 
gratitude to the Viceroy. . o 

10. A correspondent of the same paper writes. complainingly that 

the Sub-Divisional Officer of Habigunge holds 

The Sub-Divisional Officer of his court till alate hour of night, and does 

—e his work very slowly. He cannot in conse- 

quence overtake his work, and frequently complains that it is increasing. 

Many cases are most arbitrarily dismissed, the parties being thus put to 
expense, and denied justice. 

ll. The Dacca Prakash, of the 9th July, thanks Lord Ripon for 

| having appointed Justice Mitter as Actin 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. 
12. The same paper dwells upon the necessity that has arisen of 
amending Act X of 1870, the Land Acquisr- 
tion Act. In not a few instances local offi- 
cers act under cover of its provisions in a most high-handed manner. In 
the Act the phrase “ public purpose”’ is not very clearly defined, and ma 
mean either the interests of Government or those of the public. This 
vagueness is often taken advantage of, and lands are acquired for “ public 
purposes,’ while the public has not the least interest in the transaction. 
The word ‘company ” also is not very clearly defined. Moreover, why 
should the Legislature be so anxious to favour registered companies in the 
matter of acquiring lands ? This only enables indigo planters to forcibly 
dispossess ryots of their holdings. Government again is not, under the law, 
hound to pay the price of the land taken to the owner, but only compensation. 
This is not fair. The age of the owner also is not taken into consideration. 
For the purposes of the Act, a minor, a female if married, is looked upon as 
having attained her maiority. 

13. The Bhdérat Mihir, of the llth July, contains an article 


iain ls headed “Strongholds of the British Govern- 
ment in this country.” The editor re- 
marks that Government is mistaken if it thinks that its empire in India 
will be maintained by its army and its strongholds; From history 
it should learn that material strength does not secure the perma- 
nency ofan empire. The true strength of an empire lies in the content- 
ment of the people subject to it. The Queen’s proclamation is a powerful 
bulwark. It has been indeed weakened by acts of partiality on the part 
of Government, but Lord Ripon has done much to restore it to its former 
strength. Government is implored not to make an invidious distinction of 
"ace in this country. 
14. The same paper heartily thanks Lord Ripon for the honour that 
ae OE has been done to Justice Romesh Chandra 


Mitter. It is by acts such as these: that 
Government endears itself to the people. 


Justice Mitter. 


Justice Mitter. 


The Land acquisition Act. 
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15. The Purva Pratidhwani, of the 13th July, while it recognizes th 

benefits conferred upon minors by the instity, 
tion of the Court of Wards, is still of opinion 
that it should be abolished, if the reports are true that itis often made use of 
in introducing novel reforms into novel families which are quite Opposed 
to their religion and traditions, and in exercising undue interference wit) 
the affairs of landlords. 

16. The same paper expresses gratitude to Lord Ripon for hay 

appointed Justice Mitter Acting Chief Jys 
of the Calcutta High Court. 
17. The Murshidabad Patrika, of the 14th July, thanks Lord Ripon for 
having appointed Justice Mitter to act a 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, 
This measure which places a worthy native gentleman at the head of eminent 
European officials would seem to be characteristic of another epoch. 

18. The same paper publishes a very interesting account of hoy 
the art of preparing “ shafala,” an excellent 
dye for colouring earthenware, has recent! 
perished with the last potter who knew the secret in Dahapara, in Mursida- 
bad. The editor writes with regret that Government does not encourage 
native industrial arts. 

19. ‘The Halisahar Prakdshikd, of the 15th July, expresses exceeding 
gratification at the appointment of Justice 
Mitter as acting Chief Justice of the Calcutta 
High Court. 

20. Writing on the same subject, the Sulabha Samachar, of the 
15th July, congratulates Justice Mitter on 
the elevation to whick he has been attained, 
and thanks the Queen, Lord Ripon, Mr. Gladstone, and the Liberal Ministry, 
for the honour thus accorded to a native of India. Lord Ripon has evinced 
a fearless impartiality and love for India which is really wonderful. His 


reign in India may be mentioned as the happy reign of the Hindu King 
Rama. 


The Court of Wards. 


Ing 


Justice Mitter. tice 


Justice Mitter. 


A lost art. 


Justice Mitter. 


Justice Mitter. 


21. The Bangabast, of the 15th July, 
makes similar observations on the same subject. 
22. The same paper is glad to notice that Mr. Thompson’s views 
on local self-government are more liberal 
than those which were held by Sir Ashley Eden. 
The present Lieutenant-Governor recognizes the beneficial character of 
the election system, but feels the difficulty of introducing it into the 
proposed local boards, on the alleged ground of its being unsuited to the 
wishes and disposition of the people of this country. That the system 1S 
appreciated by the inhabitants of towns, and not by those of villages, 1s 4 
statement which it is very difficult to understand. It is really to be 
wondered at that an experienced man like Mr. Thompson, who has grown old 
in this country, does not seem to be aware of the existence of village pun- 
chayets. It is well known that the appointments to the punchayet are 
made by a sort of election. Mr. Thompson has directed Commissioners t0 
call public meetings with a view to ascertain native opinion on the subject 
of local self-government. This action has not been wise, inasmuch as It 
will have an effect quite contrary to what is expected by him. Very few 
people will have the courage to freely express their views at meetings 
called by officials. 

23. The Dacca Prakash, of the 16th July, condemns the proposal of 
the Secretary of State to reduce the salaries 
of the Judges of the Calcutta High Court. 
The measure, if adopted, will be productive of 


Justice Mitter. 


Mr. Rivers Thompson on local self- 
government. 


Reduction of the salaries of the High 
Court Judges. 
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injurious consequences, inasmuch as men of ability will not be induced to 
accept judgeships on the reduced rate of pay. It is well known that barris- 
ters who possess anything like a good practice in the High Court earn more 
‘han what is allowed as salary to a judge. Considering the dignity and 

restige which attaches to a High Court judgeship, it can never be advisa- 
ble to reduce the salary of the post. 

94. The same paper contains an article headed “ British Piece-goods.” 
The writer complains that owing to the 
powerful competition of Manchester, which 
supplies the people of India with cheap cloths, native weavers have found 
their occupation gone. Government also favours the foreign manufactures. 
The passing of the Factory Act, the repeal of the cotton duties, and other 
measures have promoted their interests at the expense of the people of India. 
The repeal of the cotton duties has not, however, cheapened Manchester piece- 
voods to the extent to which it was expected they would be. The piece- 
ooods now imported possess many defects. They are of less size and are 
made of inferior stuff than formerly. Cheapness is thus made up for by 
the inferiority of the article. The manufacturer‘must be simply dishonest 
who could deliberately certify that a particular piece of cloth measured so 
many yards when he knew that it contained so many yards less. Yet 
this is the case with every piece of Manchester cloth imported into India. 
It behoves Government to enquire into the matter and devise a remedy. 

25. The Sddhdrani, of the 16th July, remarks, in reference to the 
views expressed by Mr. Rivers Thompson in 
his recent circular to Commissioners on local 
self-government, that it is not clear why His 
Honor has asked them to ascertain afresh, for the information of Govern- 
ment, the opinion of the native community on the subject of the appoint- 
ment of chairmen to local boards. Does not Government already know 
what the views of the people and of magisterial officers respectively are on 
this point? Could there be any doubt at all as to the wisdom of appointing 
native gentlemen, as has been done in the case of the Utterpara municipa- 
lity, chairmen of local boards? The provision requiring a_preperty 
qualification of intending voters and members is a proof that even the 
enlightened English official of the nineteenth century honours wealth more 
than learning and intelligence. The powers of control which the Lieute- 
nant-Governor proposes to vest in magisterial officers over local boards, 
if used, will result in making the chairmen of those bodies utterly 
powerless for good or evil. Mr. Thompson has endeavoured to effect 
a compromise between the aspirations of the people of the country 
we the wishes of magisterial officers. The result has been unsatis- 
actory. pa 

26. We give below a full translation of an article in the Som Prakash, 
of the 17th July, headed ** The Future of the 
Indian Empire.” 

In our former articles on this subject, we have proved that if the people 
are attached to Government, the kingdom becomes lasting. We shall in the 
present article consider what the measures are by which an attachment 
towards Government becomes firmly established in the hearts of the people. 
These are first, the adoption of that measure which may lead the people to 
look upon Government as their own—that is, in all departments of the 
administration the people should be given equal shares with their conquerors. 
In the department of legislation, the share that has been given is but 
Insignificant, and might almost be said to be perfectly ineffective and 
inadequate. In the department of finance, they do not possess the least 
“tiare. If the people are in a position to know all about their revenue and 
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expenditure, to understand the subject and decide what they should or 


sho 
not do, then there remains no ground for discontent. The administration 


the finances, as it is now conceived and conducted, is strongly marked 
by a spirit of distinction as regards the conquerors and the conquered 


It is extremely necessary to use such means as might remove this spirit 
which should also be removed from legislation and administration of justice 
It is not proper by any means to allow even the slightest distinction to },, 
made in any matter, and it is extremely necessary to adopt measures fp, 
making equality everywhere patent. In fact, the measures which tend 
to remove the discontent of the people, and to secure benefit and progress 
are precisely the means for strengthening their attachment towards the 
Sovereign. We proceed to-day to consider particularly one of thes 
means. 


The Hindu Law of Inheritance.—It will be difficult for India to attain , 
real prosperity until Government takes up this matter in a liberal spirit. Hoy. 
ever effective may be the means used for the purpose, and whatever the efforts 
put forth with a view to improve the condition of the people of India, success 
will not be gained if this practice be not reformed. Even if a person after 
enduring great hardship amasses wealth and becomes master of a crore of 
rupees, his descendant in the fifth generation will have to beg from door ty 
door. Suppose a person possesses a yearly income of a lakh of rupees. If he 
has five sons, then in the second generation the income of each of them vill 
stand at Rs. 20,000. Again, if each one of them has five sons born unto 
them, then in the third generation each one of these latter will succeed to a 
yearly income of Rs. 4,000. Reader see! In the fourth and fifth generations | 
the members of this family become reduced to the position of common house- 
holders. Besides this, Hindus have very large families. Many of the men- 
bers depend on others and have no independent income. One person is 
generally burdened with the maintenance of five to six persons. There 
are many cases in which it is found that. in a family there is only one 
person who is fit for work and earns money, and that he is saddled with the 
maintenance of four or five brothers, with their wives, sons, and daughters, 
of mother’s sister’s sons, and father’s younger brothers’ sons. Thus many 
others also have to be supported. Food and clothing being easily obtained, 
and there being no thought or anxiety, there is no inclination for labour with 
a view to earn money. Now, those that thus spend their t*me in indolence 
obtain an equal share of the family property at the time of its division. 
Where is then the probability that capital will be accumulated? Reader 
see! In the families of those wealthy landlords, where the rule prevails of 
the eldest son succeeding to the whole estate and other co-sharers receiving 
only reasonable monthly allowances, the estate is not squandered. li 
this were not so, not one wealthy family would now be found to exist in 
India. For these reasons we think itis in every way desirable to reform the 
rule of inheritance which obtains among the Hindus. Let the eldest sons 
of wealthy persons succeed to their property, and the other sons take some 
amount of capital and engage in some trade; and persons possessed of 
moderate means dismiss the small co-sharers after giving them a general and 
professional education. They will thereafter earn their own livelihood. if 
this practice be adopted, many beneficial objects will be gained. First, may 
persons will gradually be able to accumulate considerable wealth, and 
accumulation of capital will facilitate the extension of trade. Second, ! 
persons do not become dependent upon others, there will be no indolence 

the land. In fact, nobody will then find it possible to spend their time 2 
idleness ; money must be earned by any means, consequently there will be 
discovered fresh and easy ways of earning money. Third, people will lear 
tu save, and there will be less wasteful expenditure than at present. 
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97. Thesame paper contains an article headed ‘“ Beware, Beware, 
Beware!” The editor observes that by his 
Lord Ripon and the Anglo-Indian yyonosa] to introduce local self-government 
sini into this country, and in consequence of the 
appointment made by him of Justice Romesh Chandra Mitter to officiate as 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, Lord Ripon has become extremely 
unpopular with the major portion of the Anglo-Indian community. These 
men are quite incapable of perceiving the beneficial consequences which 
Lord Ripon’s recent actions are likely to produce, and they believe that 
being the conquerors of India, Englishmen alone are entitled to obtain the 
best paid appointments in the country. Itshould therefore cause no wonder 
if their intense dissatisfaction led them some day to make an attempt on the 
life of the Viceroy. It would not do to. say that a good and conscientious 
ruler like Lord Ripon has nothing to fear from anybody, inasmuch as even 
the most innocent and wellmeaning may be injured by the wicked. Why 
was Lord F. Cavendish murdered? He had gone to Ireland as her well- 
wisher. It therefore behoves the Viceroy to beware. Attempts may be 
made on his life by some wicked European. There is nothing to prevent 
such a person from committing the act. Huropeans in this country can 
freely use arms. Another danger also might be apprehended. There are 
Buropeans who are neither very low minded nor very high minded. Such 
may combine and endeavour to bring about arecall of Lord Ripon from this 
country, similar to that of Lord Ellenborough. 


28. Referring to the rules recently framed by the High Court, for 
Rules regarding the appointment the qualification, admission, &c., of proper 
of mukhtars in the Calcutta High persons to be mukhtars on the Appellate 
_ side of the High Court, the same paper 
observes with gratification that mukhtars have at last succeeded in gaining 
arecognized status. Henceforth it will not be given to every person 
to be admitted into the High Court as a mukhtar, and the petti-foggers 
who deal in words only will have their occupation gone. The new rules 
regarding the qualifications required of intending mukhtars will not only 
have the effect of promoting the dignity and regularity of the Court’s 
procedure, but of providing the means of earning a livelihood to young men 
who are now receiving education at school. The amount of deposit 
required of candidates has been very wisely reduced, because many found it 
very difficult to raise the large sum required for the purpose of deposit 
under the old rules. The proviso that a mukhtar shall not be entitled to 
apply to inspect records does not, however, appear wise or beneficial. 
This will make it necessary for pleaders and attorneys to do that work. 
Much time will therefore be wasted. The rule again is a reflection on 
the trustworthiness of the mukhtars, and will doubtless cause them mortifi- 
cation. Instead of the fees as prescribed in the rules, it is desirable that 


parniony should be allowed 20 per cent. of the sum allowed as vakil’s 
ee. 


29. The same paper contains a long editorial expressive of the 
gratitude of the people of India to Lord 
Ripon for the appointment of Justice Mitter 
to act as Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. The pledges, it is 
remarked, contained in the Queen’s Proclamation of 1858, are now: fulfilled. 
There will be henceforth no distinction of creed and colour, and merit alone 
will be rewarded. All these were so long talked of, but Lord Ripon has 
made them accomplished facts. He has vindicated his liberal principles 
after Overcoming insurmountable obstacles. It was indeed at one time 
feared lest he should listen to evil counsel, but his sense of justice has _pre- 
Valed over every argument that was advanced by the Hnglishman and 
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similar journals. Lord Ripon is now enthroned in the hearts of a gratety 
people. The administration of previous Viceroys suffers greatly by com. 
parison with his. So long as Viceroys like Lord Ripon rule India, there 
is no necessity of keeping up an army in this country. India will remain, 
bound to the British Government by the ties of gratitude. The peop), 
of India pray for his long life and for another five years of his rule, May 
this country ever have such Viceroys ! 
30. The Navavibhakar, of the 17th July, remarks, in reference 4, 
Mr. Rivers Thompson on local self- the views expressed by Mr. Rivers Thompson 
government. in his recent circular to Commissioners op 
local self-government, that generally as regards the introduction of the 
elective system and the selection of non-official chairmen, the present 
Lieutenant-Governor does not appear to have much objection, and in this 
respect his mind is not so prejudiced as was Sir Ashley Eden’s. But on the 
other hand he appears to be over-cautious. A certain amount of caution 
is indeed necessary when a new system of administration has to be 
inaugurated, but the people fear lest excessive caution should lead to injurious 
consequences. One of Mr. Thompson’s proposals, for instance, has caused 
uneasiness. To require a property-qualification of voters and members 
would not operate beneficially in this country. If the rule were made 
general in its application not a few able and educated natives would be 
excluded from the benefit of local self-government. The editor would 
make the property-qualification necessary in the case of the uneducated, 
but the educated, it is observed, should be exempted from the operation 
of this rule. The Lieutenant-Governor suggests the establishment of 
Central Boards, regarding the composition of which, however, he has said 
but little. It is, however, clear that the members of these Boards will not 
be appointed by any system of election, and that if natives are appointed 
thereto at all, a few only will have this privilege conferred upon them. It 
is thus clear that the power which Lord Ripon has promised to confer 
upon the people will be somewhat narrowed. The formation of District 
Boards would have enabled natives to supervise departmental work 
in a considerable measure, as also to receive that political education which 
it is Lord Ripon’s desire to impart to them. The adoption of Mr. 
Thompson’s proposals will not answer any of these purposes ; on the contrary, 
the sphere of self-covernment being narrowed, men of ability will not 
have their political aspirations satisfied by the offer of small powers. It 
therefore behoves Government to create District Boards, and entrust them 
with the task of controlling the actions of Local Boards, and let a “Central 
Board of Control ” be formed, having as its members competent represent- 
atives elected by the different District Boards. . 
81. The same paper dwells upon the necessity of increasing the 
Non-official members in Legislative powers of non-official members in the differ- 
Coanets. ent Legislative Councils of the empire. At 
the present time the non-official members are outnumbered by official 
members, and the latter, as a rule, siding with the President, any objec: 
tions raised by the former are entirely disregarded. Of the non-official 
members again, the Europeans generally vote on the side of the Huropeat 
officials, while the few native members find themselves utterly powerless 
for good or evil. Some of them also obsequiously follow the offic 
members. The proceedings of the Legislative Councils furnish repeated 
instances of the powerlessness of non-official members in the Legislative 
Councils, The native members particularly would seem to be 12 the 
Councils more for show than for any useful purpose. They, however, 0c 
sionally prove of some use to the authorities, inasmuch as they are repre 
sented as being the representatives of the people, and are made the sap’ 
goats for the errors and shortcomings of the official members. This stale 
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of things is very unsatisfactory. Lord Ripon is anxious to teach self- 
overnment to the people, but the work should begin at his own Council. 


39. The same paper regrets to have to notice that though there 1s 
a law for the prevention of cruelty to animals, 
no arrangement exists for the treatment of 
sick cattle. It behoves Government, in view 
of the great importance of cattle in this agricultural country, to establish 
‘n Calcutta a hospital for the treatment of sick cattle. If the proposal 


A hospital for the treatment of sick 
cattle. 


NAaVAVIBHAKABR, 
Jaly 17th, 1882. 


be approved of, Hindus and Jains will doubtless come forward with liberal 


subscriptions in aid of the institution. 


33. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 17th July, remarks that the 
people of Bengal, who entertain feelings of 
respect for Mr. Rivers Thompson, will, after 

perusing his recent circular to Commissioners 

on local self-government, feel greater respect for him. Even if they are 
entrusted with the management of only the first and second class 
municipalities, a great benefit will be conferred upon them. ‘There is some 
doubt, however, as to whether the scheme devised by him, under which both 
electors and intending members for Local Boards must possess certain 
property qualifications, will meet with success. The authorities have an 
impression that wealth alone confers social position upon its owner. But 
the case is otherwise in this country, where a beggar, if he is a Brahmin, 

will not touch a tanner, although the latter may be a millionaire. Here a 

poor Brahmin has an influence over society which a wealthy person of a 

lower caste can never hope to possess. So that if the rulers make the 

possession of wealth a condition of eligibility as a voter or a member in 
respect of Local Boards, very few respectable persons will be able to enjoy 
the benefit of local self-government. ‘The Brahmins, Kayasthas, and 

Baidyas are the leading castes in this country. The zemindars and middle 

classes who really dominate native society have been impoverished. If a 

property qualification were exacted from them, a few only could become 

members of the Boards. 


04. The Charu Varia, of the 17th July, thanks Lord Ripon for 
having courageously and against a powerful 
opposition, done justice to the Hon’ble 
Romesh Chandra Mitter. The editor hopes that the same liberal policy 
which has dictated this highest appointment in the judicial service will be 
followed in making appointments to the Executive Service. No favour is 
wanted, but justice. Merit alone should be rewarded. 


380. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 18th 
July, writing on the same subject, observes 
that, though there haye been many high-minded Governors-General, it is 
doubtful whether there has been any one so just and spirited as Lord Ripon. 


06. The Uchit Baktd, of the 15th July, points out the necessity of 
reducing the number of troops serving in the 
British Army in India. There is no need of 
maintaining, at an enormous cost, such a large army in this time of peace. If 
difficulties arise at any time, the armies of Native princes may be made use of. 

37. We have this week received two numbers of a new Urdu by- 
weekly paper published at Calcutta and entitled 
the Amir-ul-Akhbar. The contents will be 
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noticed in our next report. 
88. The Utkal Darpana, of the 9th July, referring to Egypt, mentions 
"pei that in 1879 the English and the French 
deposed its ruler, Ismail, and placed his son 
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upon the throne. The former having for his own pleasure borrowed mon, 

at an exorbitant rate of interest from English and French merchants, th, 
English and French Governments have been enabled to gain access to Koyo 
The burden of taxation now distresses the people. The Enclish and the French 
officials receive in salaries from 30 to 35 lakhs of rupees, and the merchants 
in the shape of interest 43 crores of rupees. Asa guarantee for the pay. 
ment of these sums, lands and other securities are in the hands of tie 
English and the French. These payments have occasioned the present 
difficulties. The present commander-in-chief, Arabi Pasha, is willing 
that the loans should be repaid according to engagement, but is averse , 
acknowledging the authority of the European Powers. The Eeyptians 
have now become able to understand that unless their country is delivered 
from foreigners, there is no salvation for them. Arabi Pasha is a ye 

farseeing and able man. The English and the French, with the aid of 
their appointed ruler, wish to drive him from the country, but have not hitherto 
been successful. A Conference was appointed by the Huropean Powers on 
his account, but Turkey refused to join. From this it is clear that Arabi Pasha 
is no ordinary man. His opponents are unable, without much deliberation 
and difficulty, to do anything against him. Through fear all are gradually 
coming to own him allegiance. His influence is daily increasing, while that 


of England and France is daily declining. The issue of this is hidden in 
the womb of futurity. 


39. The same paper refers to the arbitrary proceedings of the Judge 
of Midnapore as recently brought to light 
by the Som Prakash. It states that though | 
the Judge has a good knowledge of Bengali, the honorific form “ ¢umee” 
never proceeds from his lips, “* ¢whee” being invariably used. In order to 
avoid crowding in the court, pleaders are sometimes refused seats. He is 
not satisfied with hearing the words of witnesses, but insists upon seeing their 
faces. Even purda-nashin females are obliged to show their faces. In this 
respect, no distinction is made between people of the lower and the higher 
classes. A short time ago acase of dacoity came before him. The wife of the 
Brahmin at whose house it was committed was the principal witness and 
had to appear at the court. She commenced to give her evidenee with her 
face covered. The Judge ordered her face to be exposed, to which she 
objected. He then requested her husband to persuade her to do so, but 
in vain. The woman now began tocry. The sahzb then enquired if there 


were a Brahmin among the chupprasis; there being none, the head clerk of 
the office removed her veil, on being called upon to do so. 


40. The same paper states that there is an outbreak of cholera in 
iia Balasore : a very promising boy of the Govern- 

7 ment school has fallen a victim to it. The 

havoc committed by it on the pilgrims is fearful. When will this state of 
things cease? Railway communication between Bengal and Pooree seems 


to be the only remedy. Will not our Government consider favourably this 
subject ? 


The Judge of Midnapore. 


41. The same paper, in referring to Mohurbhunj, says that 
iui is avast dominion, and possesses vast resour- 
onuronunpy. ¥ d make 
ces. An able and energetic officer coul 
it a rich country. The magic of administrative ability could tum 
sand into gold. Therefore we ask our Government to send a competetl 
man. It need not be mentioned that a native is wanted by the people, and 
also by the friends of the young Rajah. A European would be out of hi 
element there, and be too big an official for the people to approach bu. 
He would not understand the doings and motives of the ignorall, 
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superstitious, and rude Sonthals, &c., living in that place. The appointment 
pe undoubtedly prove a failure. Government is now showing signs of 


making a departure from the traditions of imperialism, and taking the peo-- 


le of India into its confidence. Could we not therefore venture to say 
that it would be both politically and economically right to appoint a native 
to Moburbhunj? The works done by Baboo Nilambar Mukerji in Cash- 
mere and by Hari Mohun Sen in Jeypore would silence those who find 
fault with the administrative power of the educated natives. It is not 
pong beyond our province if we say that the selection ought to be made 


from among natives. 


The Utkal Dipikd, of the 15th July, publishes a letter from a corre- 
spondent, which reveals a new species of op- 
pression on the part of the police, and for 
which the municipality is responsible. The municipality having voted a 
considerable sum wherewith to reward the police, and a head-constable 
having received areward of Rs. 10, there is no limit to the zeal of the police. 
The people in the mofussil are ignorant of the rules regarding public latrines, 
It is the duty of the police to warn them in this matter. The desire, how- 
ever, of obtaining rewards prevents them from interfering, though they 


Municipal oppression. 


may see persons about to commit a breach of the rules. Having tres-. 


passed they are at once apprehended. We hear that on one day 20 or 
25 persons were thus taken into custody. ‘Though these men were only 
slightly fined and let off, there is no limit to the pain and loss sustained by 
being kept at the police station from morning till noon. When will 
the people obtain deliverance from the vexatious measures of the muni- 
cipality ? 


43. The same paper publishes the following letter on the salt tax 
with a prayer that Government may notice 


2D ce 


The salt tax. 


It is known that for the benefit of the people of this country Govern- 
ment reduced the salt tax from Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 2 per maund. Notwith- 
standing the publication of this reduced rate in all the. papers, and in all 
the markets, bazars, and chief villages of the district, the poor continue to 
buy at the same price as they did before when the tax was Rs. 2-8—viz. one 
anna nine pies and one anna six pies per ser. Though Government has gra- 
ciously looked upon their poor subjects, their distress is not removed. The 
merchants and the retail vendors quiet the suspicions of the people by saying 
that the old stocks are not yet sold, nor are the new rules published. 
From this it is clear that the reduction of the tax has not benefited 
_ the poor, but simply increased the profits of the vendors. If district offi- 


cers took this matter into consideration, the distress of the poor might be 
removed. 


44, The same paper, referring to a draft Bill of the Government of Ura: Diem. 


India to facilitate the payment of rent, says 
that the time which is considered the most 
convenient for this purpose by the Governor-General, e.g. that of harvest, 
would not in practice be found convenient. To meet the expenses of the 
gathering in of the crops occasions difficulty to the ryots, and if they were 


Payment of rent. 


required to pay the rents at this time, their troubles would be aggravated. 


Borrowing at a high rate of interest the royts are so deeply in debt that 


hot only are they unable to extricate themselves, but leave a legacy of 


debt to their heirs. That the Government is anxious to lighten this bur- 
den of the farmers is a matter of joy. The editor, however, is of opinion 


that the payment of the rent at one time will not remove the distress of 
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the people. Many zemindars are not hard as regards the collection of 
rent, und do so ina manner which is convenient to their ryots, who never. 
theless are not free from debt. To have the rent fixed at a proper rate 
is of the first importance. It is only in this way that the ryots can be 
benefited. Wherever the rents are high there the cultivators are sunk in 


poverty. 
RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & BL. 
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